4 VISIT- TO Amwu e

“Sorcet Asklund, lovchess village of the plain,
Whers healta dud lenty cheer the ooy swrain

> Meesre. Enrmls: As lho political drama is not fairly
‘opened, and the rebearsal now going en in ke Senate and
Houso has loat somewbat of jaterest, I have bid adien for
the present to dust and politics, and, with my family,
sought a retreat at this truly charmiog plsce. A sail of
three hours dowa the pieturesque and beantiful Potomas
and a ride for the same length of time over one of thobest
 conducted railroads in America bnings you to Avhland. The
first object which meeta the eye,as you approack the * Cot~
tage,” (as the spacious and beaatiful hotel ia familiarly call-
od,) is a largs ign, with the Lkeness of Henry Cly, who
has made the mame of Ashland uﬁmnuan.\ndww.llck-
son has tha Hermitage : L am sure that thes is
thing mal apropes in ,.lmng the uames of the two ™ mlghly
chiets” in this connexion, for
Bepoall Uelr banners, pro o sian
Tooked up the nobleat of the e

Tnscnbed in large letters appenrs those memorablo words,
1 would ratber be right than be Prwwident” On the res
verse is the hikences of tbo American Demoathenes, with
the words, “ Give me m»n; ur e me desth.” Aeyou en:
e llw baityom are greeted by the bost, Mr. Thompaon, of

But jurt to say that he is snently ths«l for
e p«‘ on, and is one of be kindet a0d m
datung gentiemen I bave ever met with. Tam u\ﬁmned by
those who have kuown bim Jong that he wears well, aud 19
always the same. Mrs. T, the worthy betterhalf, ia un.
tiring in ker eflorte to reoder ber guests comfortable asd
happy; and their ioterestmg aid accomplished daughter
adds another charm ta the place. Ashland is mtusted on
a0 elevated plain, and is unearpassed for ita health. Per-
sons who reside bere both winter and suuuner testify to
this fuct, There is an enelosure of forty acres ruun«l the
Rotel, dotted with brautiful cottages, the architectura of
which is in eve ety of style, Italian, Bwies, and Go-
thic; sowme of them hke foudal castla, with their toners
and buttresses, surmounted with frowung casnen  Even
1be gas-house, (for be 1t known that the luxury of gas 1
erjoyed at Asbland,) which stauds ia the eontre of the
Liwn, resembles some Onental willa, lk'nuhﬁl“) rravelled
welka Jead through a sea of verdurs, and, to cap tho ch-
max,  beautiul sariety of l‘«merl (o1, a4 s, Sigournec)
calla'them, * stare of the earth”) aro rww in full l.l.«n..
their dehghtful odors aroutsl. The shado trees,

Ve s arrangel a3 to commbma. health with comforts o,
whilo they ore -umcmm- umbrageons to afford ample pro-

m th ) are pot close enoy, ther to
present & free ¢ o ol sir or 10 create dampness.

now from the e the unile. The culn iry arrange-
lm-nla .-I’ the hotel aro parfoet and the fare ie deheoon, T
hase been at all the Gratclass lotels W teo Umted States,
and I have never tasted better conked meats and vegota-
blen or a better variety: w wailers arv colored
Chenterfields, sod are devoted in
u wpenery qu mu 3 )«ur{.-lk an

g country aflords, of fruit, fish, or

foul e om the table, nut forgetting the
nptrl\‘mnﬂmec of ik which they fu 1t
with hot aud cold water, aro rendy at all times. There
are bowlug saloons and an iwwense bad-rwm. Oan
luat Friday two schools, numbening vue bundred and
fifty of Virgiuin's fairvet daugbters, attendnd a picuic ab
the iovitation of Col. Edwin Lobuson, the Preadent of the
Raiiroad Company.  They paseed the day most agreeably,
volhng ninepins, daneing, & , and aat down to a dinner
that Lucullus_might have envied. Their post-prandial
pleasures contioued uutil near sesen o’clock, aud we all
regretted to ae the leavs. A geutlemsu from Richwond
with an interestng fumily (two full-blown rows aud two
Dbuds) are oeeupants of ths hotel, aud bave beeu there for
amonth. Wecanghta ghinpeoof sveral other pretty ladicn,
but s they occupy cottages and only enme to their menls,
we bave not seen much of them  Ashlnnd han really risen
aa from the wand of an enchanter  Oue ran searcely rea
hiza the fact that but five )l““ #ince the spot which I am
describing was a primeval forest. It (bo burtow o fash-
jonable pobitical phirase) had uo “terntarial pupilage,” no
(bryabe -m.- but, like Muerss frm the hend of Jove,
has sprung into exstenos a full grwn towa, aye, a eity i
ther comutry, and al this accvmplished {hrough the rmdon
wntable enerzy and enterpriae of one wian, Col Edwin Ro-
bunson, P'revident of the Rickmend and Putomae lhdruul
Lompm). Success o him sud all such apints, xay w

On both mides of the ruad the same spirit o impm\u\wnt
is anifest s every thing seews to be new and fourishin
notlang effete oF worn.  [n fact progress scemna to b writ-
teu o esery door-post.  Asbland is a happy .un-mu.m «r

what Macanlay says about Lord Dacon's philimoy
“\Whiat was ite gonl to<day in 1ts startu pmw.m..m-v.
Apropos nr g poxt,™ that brings me to the vuape
cmlm -Aheby, i another creation of the enr-

although but a fow yearn okl, it ane of
e Kt Lracks in Ammerica. The staispangled baunet
wasing from severad beaaliful buillings, the club bouses,
c.—an evudence that the epring termis at hand. It com-
menees on Tuealay, the 224, and continues the whole of the
week, We saw the hurses practico—Inuet, who hia just
returnal the vietor lmm the Fartield ruces, a0d wha, by
his proud and gallant step, seema th be eonscious of the
Tanrels that be won. mly Walker, Frank Walker, Muddy
Coun, &e., whose ancestors are illustrious on both nides in
turfl antala. Great sport is anticipated, and the be . Vir-
@nia society of buth sexes will grace the acene. £ tho
Taco-course, and a f to puint the nioral that, ulvm- lhmlma
of time, ‘tanda ths Bap-
tat ehureh, » beautiful edifice. There 1s also a Methodiot
church The private residences on the rosd are furnivhed
in eity style, and the rich lace curtaina at the windows
slow that lhelr«‘tup\ru are peraons who bate boen auc-
consful in fife. Weo must not emit to inention that & gen-
tlemun from Richuiond, of biatorie name, nn author and a
wan of fine hterary taste, teaches a flourishing male schnol,
and there is alwo a fine femalo academy. In conclusion,
we would vay to all who wish to evjez, pur country air,
with atl the comforts aud Tusaries of Sity, at » moderate
price, come to aud.

In venfication of what I bave said touching the sanitar)
condition of faiv Ashland, [ may mention that the bealth o
y fumily hna been s much impravad since their tempu-
rary eejourn bers aa to induce & lengthy tarcy at 8 plm- o
desirable,

_Asiitan, (\';.) May 17, 1360,
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